
 
Dr. Raul Cano Castellanos - President 
Dr. David Gomez Almaguer – Vice President 
ameh_correo@yahoo.com.mx 
 
January 30, 2009 
 
Dear Drs. Cano and Gomez: 
 
The American Society of Hematology (ASH) is honored by the interest of the 
Agrupacion Mexicano para el Estudio de la Hematologia (AMEHAC) to partner with 
ASH and the Associaçao Brasileira de Hematologia e Hemoterapia (SBHH/CBH) on 
Highlights of ASH in Latin America 2009. 
 
This will be the first time that Highlights of ASH will be offered outside of the United 
States. We are inviting hematology societies throughout the Latin American region to 
join us, as our objective is to be a truly Latin American event, involving as many 
hematologists throughout the region as possible.  
 
Currently the following partners have confirmed their participation in Highlights of 
ASH in Latin America 2009: the Sociedad Argentina de Hematologia, the Sociedad 
de Hematología del Uruguay, Sociedad Peruana de Hematología and the Consejo 
Mexicano de Hematologia. Additionally, we are in the final stages of confirming 
partnership with the the Sociedad Chilena de Hematologia. 
 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
Based on the interest shown by AMEHAC in partnering with ASH and CBH/SBHH on 
Highlights of ASH Latin America in 2009, the attached MOU has been drafted. The 
objective is to serve as a basis for the formalization of the relationship between the 
AMEHAC and ASH - CBH/SBHH for the Highlights of ASH Latin America. We would 
like to ask you to review this document within your  organization and provide 
us with your approval as soon as possible.  If this  is acceptable, please sign 
and return the agreement.  
 
Sponsoring of Trainees 
The Executive Committee of ASH will sponsor two trainees per partner organization 
to participate in Highlights of ASH in Latin America. Trainees should have graduated 
from medical school no more than seven years ago, and should be interested and 
likely to pursue a career in hematology. The partner organization will choose two 
trainees. Each trainee will receive:  

�  Complimentary registration (including lunches on 15 and 16 May) 
�  Two nights hotel accommodation (including breakfast) in one of the official 

hotels (arrival 14 May,  departure 17 May) will be confirmed via the Hardy 
Travel, the official travel agent of SBHH/CBH 

�  Round-trip airfare, economy class, to and from São Paulo through the official 
ASH Travel Agency: EWA Travel (Marika Delgado - phone+1-703-522 2626  
ext. 102 , e-mail: marika@ewatravel.com). 

�  Shuttle transfer from São Paulo airport to conference hotel and vice versa 
 
To allow sufficient time to coordinate the particip ation of each of the trainees, 
we request that you inform us of the name and full contact details (full name, 
address details, phone, e-mail, passport number, et c) no later than March 1, 
2009.  



Oversight and Daily Interface 
The Presidents of each of the Societies and designated representatives of ASH and CBH/SBHH will 
assume oversight of the partnership. In addition, we ask that you identify a representat ive of the 
AMEHAC to be the primary local contact.  
 
ASH has designated Gina van Dijk (gina.vandijk@mci-group) as its representative for daily interface with 
your organization. Gina will be in contact directly with you to finalize the MOU and all other issues. Please 
feel free to contact her for any queries you might have. 
 
Next meeting 
Bi-monthly conference calls (Feb and April) are suggested to get all associations as much involved as 
possible in the marketing and organization to ensure the success for all involved. In the meantime, the 
Spanish translation of the Web page is available online at:  
http://www.hematology.org/meetings/highlights/Highlights-Brazil-Spanish.cfm. 
 
I would like to share with you the some background information that may help you get an 
understanding of the objectives and motivation for organizing the first Highlights of ASH in Latin America.  
The notes are presented below in italics: 
 
Background on Highlights of ASH in the United States: 
ASH is organizing two annual Highlights of ASH programs in the United States for the 3rd consecutive 
year. The objective of these events are to offer a selection of the most relevant topics presented during 
the ASH Annual Meeting in a smaller and more interactive format.  
These programs offer the following benefits: 
�  It allows hematologists who were not able to participate in the ASH Annual Meeting to learn from 

experts first hand. 
�  It enables participants to share their patient cases with experts in a small and more interactive setting. 
�  It offers those who attended the ASH Annual Meeting the opportunity to get more in-depth information 

or hear summaries of parts of the program that they weren’t able to attend. 
The maximum attendance in the US Highlights is 150 participants. It is not ASH’s objective to increase 
the scale of these meetings; rather the objective is to keep the special atmosphere created with this 
smaller and more interactive setting. 
 
Highlights of ASH in Latin America Background 
For the first time, ASH will be organizing Highlights of ASH outside of the United States. Various 
pharmaceutical companies and other entities have organized meetings by themselves that they have 
titled Highlights of ASH—however, none of these were authorized or organized by ASH. Brazil was 
selected as the host country due to the interest shown initially by Dr. Ricardo Pasquini and by both CBH 
and SBHH via the contacts of Dr. Carlos Chiattone and Dr. Jose Bordin. In addition, Brazilian 
hematologists have been involved in an initiative to foster clinical trials, “the International Consortium on 
APL (IC APL) and through their participation a long term relationship had already begun. The two 
Brazilian societies, similar to ASH, have a strong focus on education and development of hematology and 
were in an excellent position to form a partnership by embarking on this joint endeavor.  
 
The recent merger of the two Brazilian societies into the Brazilian Association of Hematology is an 
additional demonstration of their long term vision and leadership. ASH and CBH/SBHH will be co-
sponsoring the first Highlights of ASH in Latin America. 
 
Educational Program 
Highlights of ASH in the US is a 1.5 day program, which in 2009 is organized by two Co-chairs.  Dr. Linda 
Burns and Dr. Elaine Muchmore. Drs. Burns and Muchmore will also Co-chair the Highlights of ASH-LA 
2009, along with two Brazilian Co-chairs: Dr. Carlos Chiattone and Dr. Jose Bordin, President and Vice 
President of CNH/SBHH, respectively. The Latin American program will be 2 full days, as the result of 
adding 2 additional sessions, based on the suggestion of the two Brazilian Co-chairs, to make the 
program more interesting and applicable to the Latin American audience. In addition, various Latin 
American moderators will be invited to enrich the education. The educational program will be presented in 



English; however simultaneous translation will be available into Portuguese and Spanish. The registration 
fee includes a flash drive (if feasible) of all presentations, or else a printed Workbook/Program Book. In 
addition, a copy of the ASH Annual Meeting Education Book will be offered to all participants. All these 
materials will be provided in English only.  
 
A copy of the Program is attached, as confirmed to date. 
 
Marketing 
To ensure the participation of as many participants as possible from all Latin American countries, we are 
inviting the partnering associations to help with the marketing of the Highlights of ASH Latin American 
among their members and contacts.  All marketing material will be developed in English, Portuguese and 
Spanish. 
 
Expected Participation 
Participants are encouraged to register early as participation is limited, and we have already received a 
lot of positive interest. We have defined a maximum attendance of about 540 participants, and expect to 
be able to increase this to about 600 delegates.  
 
Registration Fees 
The following are the registration fees have been set: 
 
                                    Up to 18 March 2009      Up to 15 April 2009 
Members:                      US$ 200                        US$ 250 
Non Members.               US$ 250                        US$ 300  
Interns/Residents/          US$ 100                        US$ 150 
 
Please feel free to communicate this to your membership and contacts. 
 
Thank you again for your participation.  On behalf of ASH and its partners in the Highlights of ASH Latin 
America 2009, we look forward to a fruitful partnership! 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Martha Liggett 
Executive Director 
 
Attachments 
 
 
 
 


